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is, for ties or sleepers, omitting steaming, 4|- hours,
with steaming, 6J to 8J hours ; for timber, omitting
steaming, si hours, with steaming, 8-| to 13! hours.
The zinc-tannin process differs only from the " Bur-
nettizing " process in the addition of the glue and the
subsequent treatment with tannin solution. The glue
and the tannic acid combine and form a leathery and
insoluble product claimed to assist in rendering the wood
impervious to the absorption and giving off of moisture,
and thus to prevent the zinc-chloride from leaking or
* being washed out.
The plant required is practically the same as that, used
for the " Burnettizing " process.
THE BOUCHERIE OR SULPHATE OF COPPER PROCESS.
This method of preserving wood was first mooted in
Paris in the year 1840. It consists in impregnating
either standing or freshly-cut timber with a solution
of sulphate of copper or blue vitriol (CuSO4 + SH^O).
The preservative is either applied to the tree whilst
growing or directly after being felled, in the latter ease
not more than three months should be allowed to pass
before operating upon it. The first method has been
abandoned for various practical reasons, and the second
is carried out as follows : The trunk of the newly-felled
tree is cut into suitable lengths, for say two railway
sleepers. A cross cut is then made centrally in each of
these lengths for about nine-tenths of its diameter, and
a wedge is inserted. A cord is then wound round the
cut surface, and the wedge being removed a central
chamber is formed which is placed in connection through
a flexible pipe with a reservoir containing the preservative,
placed some z$ ft, above tl^e level of ttte